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Abstract

The study tackled the similarities/differences among the main characters in the
Palestinian novel (Jabra Ibrahim Jabra) and the Brazilian novel (Jorge Amado),
referring to the similarities in the historical conditions of both nations, as they lived
under repressive political regimes — occupation in Palestine and dictatorship in
Brazil.

This was done through tracing the history of the Main Character from the ancient
Greek ages until the twentieth century, in relation to the historical conditions of
each era. The historical approach was used to study the Main Character in
different historical periods. This enabled us to understand the nature of the Main
Character in the Palestinian and Brazilian novel. Depending on the Russian school
of comparative literature, we studied the similarities and differences between Jabra
and Amado’s main characters, as a result of the similar historical conditions of both
nations.

The study revealed that the conditions, in which the two novelists lived, caused
them to create similar main characters that do not revolt on the social and/or
political situation they live in. And when one of the main characters confronted the

political system, he was doomed to death.
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% Seamus Heaney, trans., Beowulf (New York: W. W. Norton & Company, 2000), lines 196 — 198.
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Thomas Hill, "The Christian Language and Theme of Beowulf," in Beowulf: A Verse Translation: A Norton Critical
Edition, ed. Daniel Donoghue (New York: W.W. Norton and Company, 2002) 197-211.
Jalai g apnidl GaliaS s e JhiS Gl s e Jabeill G J 5 elgaa gim jlaii &y 4555 cnall 138 8 sUgiall laill dgan s dnllall i
kil s shis
(Margret Goldsmith, “The Christian Theme of Beowulf,” Medium Aevum vol. 29 no. 2 (1960): 81-101.)
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Ham. To be, or not to be: that is
the question

Whether 'tis nobler in the mind to
suffer

The slings and arrows of
outrageous fortune,

Or to take arms against a sea of
troubles,

And by opposing end them? To die,
— to sleep,

No more; and by a sleep to say we
end

The heart-ache, and the thousand
natural shocks

That flesh is heir to, 'tis a
consummation

Devoutly to be wish'd. To die; to

sleep;®
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“... quem ia cobrar? De cedo se acostumara a nao pagar certas
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prosa, diversdao e ensinamento. Nao por avaricia — mao -aberta,
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aglientou e foi em frente, ninguém a viu se queixando, pedindo
piedade; se houve quem - rara vez - a ajudasse, assim agiu por dever
de amizade, jamais por frouxiddo da moca atrevida; onde estivesse

afugentava a tristeza. Da desgraca fez pouco caso, meu irmao, para
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Tereza sé a alegria tinha valor.”*®
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“é malvadeza entrega-la ao capitdo, mas louca seria Felipa se
resolvesse esperar ou se opor. Esperar para vé-la na cama com Rosalvo

ou nos matos com um moleque qualquer?... Se quiser a menina, o

capitdo tera de pagar bom preco, nao vai ser igual a tantas outras que
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ele comeu de graca.”**®
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“Viu o povo de Buquim coisas de assombrar naqueles dias da bexiga de

canudo. Viu as putas de Muricapeba, singular e diminuto batalhado, sob

o comando de Tereza Batista, espalhando-se pela cidade e pelas rogas

a aplicar vacinas... quem deu jeito a bexiga negra solta nas ruas de

Buquim foram as putas de Muricapeba com Tereza 3 frente.™’
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